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The Cottage School Roswell GA USA 30075

Dear Friends,

It has been my pleasure through the years to travel extensively and to
become acquainted with scholars and business leaders from around the
world. One of the most enriched friendships is with esteemed international
teacher, presenter and business leader, Dr. Jimmy Ushijima. Through his
insights and those from other nations, I continue to be convinced that this
planet is becoming very small. By this I do not mean in actual size, but in
the ability for each individual to connect with other individuals all over the
world. Derek Smith, President of Choice Point in the USA, speaks of the
instant relationships, personal, political and economic, that can be formed
today , for good or for ill, with a single stroke of a computer key.

This one factor, above all others, creates the need for more and very different
educational demands. It is not enough for our students to learn how to use
technology. It is now essential that they learn how to use the information
made available by this tool. Information that is true and false, beneficial
and damaging, inspirational and demoralizing is at ready access. Today’s
student (of all ages) must learn to discern the real nature and applicability of
the information that arrives. Today’s student must be able to converse in
words and in writing, with other cultures. Today’s student must be able
and willing to look at a problem and a solution from a wide angle of
perspectives, not the narrow view our trusty textbooks delivered.
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This is also true of today’s business leader. Marketing, sales, customer and
employee satisfaction are all vulnerable to the information that is made
available in a global and instantaneous media. Corporate Information that
your company sends through the internet is intertwined with information
that others say about you. There is a new area of information management
that is emerging as business attempt to navigate this newly pioneered
channel of communication. Obviously, there is much good news in our new
found capacity to reach everyone in the world. However, without knowledge
and skill, this “asset” can become a liability. Businesses who hire
experienced and educated personnel will have the leading edge on the global
market and international success.

Since our business leaders are created in our educational system, the
mandate for improved skills in literacy, collaboration,  communication,
technology and ethics is clear. The skills of yesterday have created this
enriched world in which we move today. The skills for tomorrow will
determine the quality of our journey and the future of our children.
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